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Team Mount Rainier Against
Violence in Society (Team
MAVS) was founded by Tevin
White, Charles Miles, Timothy
Alexander, and Joseph Musgrove
on 29th day of December 2011.

Our Society was formed after
the passing of two local arts dis-
trict residents Dontae Cook, 16,
and Kevin Victor, 22, both of
whom were very close friends of
ours.

Our mission is to help keep our
young male residents off the streets
by have them doing something
effective and positive for the Com-
munity. We also want to provide
activities and a safe haven for
young people to come to that will
be accessible and free for them to
get there.

There are five officers, who
consists of the four founders and
one other officer. The five officers
are President, Tevin White; Vice
President, Charles Miles; Corre-
spondence Secretary, Joseph Mus-
grove; Recording Secretary, Yuri
Echavria (Bilingual); and Treas-

urer and Media Representative
for Team MAVS Timothy
Alexander.

We invite Mount Rainier,
Brentwood and North Brent-
wood youth whose ages range
from 15-22 to join our Society
and become Team MAVS
members.

TEAM MAVS will host a
meet and greet on February
18, 2012 at 3 pm at the Mount
Rainier Nature Center.

We want the young men in
our community to know that the
world is not all bad, but with
some hard work and some play
they can be successful. To
achieve this Team MAVS has
set some mandatory conditions
for membership:
1. Complete a brief application
that includes: Name, Address,
Telephone number and E-mail
address (if any).
2. A commitment of three
hours of community service a

month.
3. Attendance at weekly meet-
ings to talk about concerns/
issues and/or attend events held
by Team MAVS.
4. Encourage others to join.

Some of the community ser-
vice events will include, trash
pickup around the City; clothes
and can food drives to aid those
in need in the community; and
other similar activities.

There will also be events for
teens in the community to let
their hair down, play games,
just hang out and chat, and/or
learn computer basics or other
skills.

Neighbors how can you
help? We need a regular place
to meet. We are hoping to meet
at the Nature Center and/or the
Police Station. We need you to
help support us through dona-
tions and in-kind services to
help get us started and to pur-
chase tee-shirts and caps for
current members. In the future,
we will hold fundraisers to help
defray the cost of tee-shirts and
caps for future members.

If you know a young man or
you are a young man aged 15 -
22, PLEASE ask him to contact
Timothy Alexander,
timothy_alexander65@
yahoo.com, for more informa-
tion about Team MAVS or to
join.

By Timothy Alexander
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MRTV Programs appear on Comcast 71, Verizon 21, and
“On Demand” daily.

MRTV now provides a 24/7 programming schedule. Watch for
the daily Program Guide for a list shows and times. This month
watch for the following:
LIVE Programs – City Council Meetings and Work Sessions
– 7pm the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month.

People, Places & Possibilities – Mount Rainier resident Adri-
enne Charles is the host and producer of this new original
MRTV program. Her guest is Mount Rainier resident, Merlene
Alicia Vassell, author of “The Vampire and the Vegan” Book 1:
Food. During this 30 minute show Ms. Vassell talks about the
story and the characters of this exciting new twist on an old plot.
What is “Necromantic Energy”? Find the answer when you hear
Ms. Vassell explore the attraction between humans and vampires
in her development of her story.

Mount Rainier “Then & Now” – The local history show with
host Jimmy Tarlau. The featured guest is former City Council
member and current business owner, Brooke Kidd of Joe’s
Movement Emporium.

Mount Rainier Day 2011—highlights of the very exciting day
including the parade, dance performances and interviews with
attendees.

Maryland Municipal League’s 75th Anniversary— A video
presentation produced and presented by MML at the June 2011
convention. It contains a variety of new and historical photos of
past political attendees and MML events. Mount Rainier’s Main
Street Exhibit is featured in this production.

Upcoming programming includes the Mount Rainier Nature
Center Rain Garden installation featuring interviews with organ-
izers and volunteers; the Reopening of the Mount Rainier Tool
Shed and the Day of the Dead Observance.

For MRTV comments, suggestions and show ideas:
mrtvchannel71@yahoo.com or call 301-985-6585.

Questions, comments and submissions to the Mount Rainier
MESSAGE should be sent to Michael Jackson, Assistant City
Manager, via mail at One Municipal Place, Mount Rainier,
MD 20712 or via e-mail at mjackson@mountrainiermd.org.
All submissions for the March 2012 MESSAGE must be received
by close of business on Wednesday, February 22, 2012. Submis-
sions received after that time will be considered on a space avail-
able basis. The Mount Rainier Message is published monthly ex-
cept for the combined July-August and December-January issues.

CITY COUNCIL
MEETINGS AND
SPECIAL DATES

Unless noted all council meetings
occur at 7 pm at City Hall

FEBRUARY 7, 2012
Meeting at Rainier Manor

FEBRUARY 21, 2012

MARCH 6, 2012

MARCH 20, 2012

APRIL 3, 2012

APRIL 17, 2012

MAY 1, 2012

February 14, 2012
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Panceta Bryson of Island Style Ice Cream, shown
here with Nisey Baylor, owner of Nisey’s Bou-
tique, succumbed to cancer in January. “Mrs. P,”
as she was so fondly known to many within the
city and beyond, will be missed by many, both
for her smile and her wonderful spirit.

There are two active Neighborhood Watch
groups in the City. Local resident Rick Ruggles
organizes monthly walks throughout the City.
Tyrese Robinson organizes activities on the
south side of Rhode Island Avenue.

To participate contact Rick Ruggles at
rick@rickruggles.com and Tyrese Robinson at
tjkrobinson@yahoo.com for more information.

Volunteer with the local Mount Rainier Parent
Teacher Organizations (PTO)! Our local schools are
only as great as the people involved! The Thomas
Stone Elementary PTO meets every third Wednesday
of the month at 6 p.m. in the school cafeteria. Contact
Thomas Stone PTO President Ms. Kristen Hayes at
k_hayes2008@hotmail.com and Vice-President Mr.
Daniel Rivas at dbr81@yahoo.com. The Mount Rain-
ier Elementary PTO meets the first Tuesday of every
month at 7 p.m. in the school library. Contact Ms.
Yvette Barnes at ysb527@gmail.com to volunteer.

he Mount Rainier Business Association
(MRBA) closed 2011 with a host of accom-
plishments that included increased market-
ing of Mount Rainier businesses via radio

and print advertisements, the continued collaborative
partnership with the City, outreach to Route One and
Port Town communities and the hiring of Camille
Fountain as their staff consultant.

MRBA is starting 2012 by hosting Networking
Happy Hours at Urban Eats Cafe, every 3rd Thursday
of each month from 6 pm -8 pm. The next Happy
Hour is on February 17th.

In addition to networking opportunities, MRBA
also plans to produce a local Business Directory to
include artists. MRBA will also continue its support of

MRBA continued on page 6

Mark Your Cal-
endars! Satur-
day, April 28,
2012 Rhode
Island Ave.
will get a
fabulous
makeover!
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DATE EVENT
Tuesday, January
3, 2012

First Reading/Vote Fiscal Year
2013 Budget Calendar

Friday, February
10, 2012

Deadline for all City Depart-
ments (including Bunker Hill
Fire Department) to submit FY
2013 budget requests to City
Manager.

Thursday, Febru-
ary 23, 2012

Deadline for Notice to Port
Towns Gazette about FY 2013
Budget Presentation Scheduled
for March 6, 2013. Notice to
appear March 1, 2012

Thursday, March
1, 2012

Notice in Port Towns Gazette
about March 5, 2013 FY 2013
Budget submission and March
6, 2012 Budget Presentation

Tuesday, March 6,
2012

Regular Meeting of the Mayor
and Council; City Manager pre-
sents proposed FY 2013 Budget
and Capital Improvement Plan
(CIP) for all city departments

Tuesday, March
20, 2012

FY 2013 Budget work session
and discussion on proposed con-
stant yield tax rate

Thursday, March
29, 2012

Deadline for submission of
April 3, 2012 display ad on pro-
posed Constant Yield Tax Rate
and notice of public hearing on
FY 2013 Budget

Tuesday, April 3,
2012

Mayor and Council Meeting;
special work session on FY
2013 Budget

Thursday, April 7,
2012

Notice in Port Towns Gazette
about Public Hearing on pro-
posed FY 2013 Budget and
Constant Yield Tax Rate sched-
uled for April 17, 2012

Tuesday, April 17,
2012

Public hearing and public com-
ment on proposed FY 2013
Budget and Constant Yield Tax
Rate; Special Meeting for First
Reading on FY 2013 Budget

Tuesday, May 1,
2012

Mayor and Council Meeting;
Second Reading and Vote on
FY 2013 Budget and Constant
Yield Tax Rate

overnor Martin O'Malley has out-
lined a total Maryland budget of
$35.9 billion for fiscal year 2013,
including a $15.3 billion state gen-

eral fund. Here's a glance at some of the gov-
ernor's proposals:

NEW REVENUE
-Caps and phases out income tax deductions
for people with various incomes more than
$100,000 ($182 million).
-Requires online sellers to collect sales tax

($21 million).
-Aligns tax on other tobacco products with

Maryland's cigarette tax ($19 million).
-Closes tax loopholes for mined coal ($6 mil-

lion) and telecom companies ($9 million).
-Level funds commissions for lottery agents
($9 million).
-Settlements with pharmaceutical/insurance

companies ($59 million).
-Online lottery sales ($2 million).

GENERAL FUND SAVINGS
-Splits teacher pension costs with counties

($239 million.)
-Reduces Medicaid hospital costs by divert-

ing patients to communities ($85 million.)
-Caps rate increases for most Medicaid pro-

viders at 1 percent to 1.5 percent ($63 mil-
lion.)
-Medicaid smart payer initiatives and federal

Governor continued on page 8
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Permeable pavers and landscaping were installed at the City owned parking lot located on Perry Street
across from City Hall. Once striping is completed there will be a ribbon cutting ceremony to officially
open the lot for use by residents, visitors and retail business customers.

he Weatherization Assistance Program (WAP) is a partnership between the Prince George’s
County Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) and the Maryland
State DHCD/Single Family Special Loan Program. The WAP helps eligible low income
households with the installation of energy conservation measures that increase energy effi-

ciency by focusing on the problems of heat loss and air infiltration. These measures reduce energy con-
sumption and the cost of maintenance for weatherized homes. In addition to the material improvements,
energy conservation education is provided to participants.

The Prince George’s County Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) is offer-
ing free weatherization assistance to eligible low income households in Prince George’s County. Free

Weatherization continued on page 8
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night. In the morning, they'll be clear of icy mess.
Vinegar contains acetic acid, which raises the
melting point of water and prevents water from
freezing.

Prevent car doors from freezing shut with
cooking spray. Spritz cooking oil on the rubber
seals around car doors and rub it in with a paper
towel or micro fiber towel. The cooking spray
prevents water from melting into the rubber.

Fog-proof your windshield with shaving
cream! Spray some shaving cream on the inside
of your windshield and wipe it off with paper
towels. Shaving cream has many of the same in-
gredients found in commercial defoggers.

De-ice your lock in seconds with hand sani-
tizer. Just put some hand sanitizer gel on the key,
work the key in the lock and the problem is
solved.

ow that the cold weather is upon us the
following ideas will help keep you and
your vehicle ready for those cold icy and
foggy mornings.

Keep your headlights clear with car wax. Just
wipe ordinary car wax on your headlights. It con-
tains special water repellents that will prevent that
messy mixture from accumulating on your lights.
Lasts up to six weeks.

Squeak-proof your wipers with rubbing alcohol.
Wipe the wipers with a cloth saturated with rubbing
alcohol or ammonia. This one trick can make badly
streaking and squeaking wipers change to near per-
fect silence and clarity.

Ice-proof your windows with vinegar. Frost on its
way? Just fill a spray bottle with three parts vinegar
to one part water and spritz it on all your windows at

economic and community development efforts that
includes continued participation with the Better
Block Project and Mount Rainier Day.

2012 MRBA Officers and Board members are:
Nisey Baylor, Nisey’s Boutique, President; Larry
Solomon, Thrifty Car Rental, Vice President; Neil
Dicken, Party Time Liquors, Secretary; Brooke
Kidd, Joe’s Movement Emporium, Treasurer; Sheli-
yah Smith, Sweet and Natural; Michelle Darden
Lee, Mingus Communications; Annette Martin, Ur-
ban Eats Café; Kim Deane, Revive Community
Acupuncture; Judy Davis, Glut.

MRBA meetings are held the 2nd Wednesday of
everything month at 8:30 AM at Joe's Movement
Emporium and 7 PM Quarterly at Mount Rainier
Police Department. For more information people
may contact the MRBA at 301-358-5111.

MRBA continued from page 3

Join us at Joe’s Movement Emporium as we utilize creative strate-
gies for recycling and waste reduction. Neighbors, please save spe-
cialty recycling materials for our unique collections this year. Save
your corks or cork products; household batteries; drink pouches;
electronics; and ink cartridges. Stay tuned for requests for other
items! For a full schedule of events visit www.joesmovement.org.
And be sure to follow the trash strategies at @SweepingTheAve.

12th Annual SWEEPING THE AVENUE April 1 to May 12
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www.39thstreetgallery.org
The Gateway Community Development Corporation offers artists the opportunity to work in a
350 sf studio while interacting with the culture and the Art Community in the Gateway Arts Dis-
trict bordering Washington DC. The Artist in Residence Studio is located at the Gateway Arts
Center, 3901 Rhode Island Ave., Brentwood MD, 20722. Three residencies of 4 months each will
be offered annually with the time frames July-October, November-February, March-June. Gateways
first residency begins mid March and runs to the end of June 2012. (This residency includes
our "Open Studio Tour" on May 12, 2012. A well attended Gateway Arts District event)

The Gateway CDC seeks artists in all visual arts disciplines, and in any media, who desire a chance
to create their work in a community art center environment.
(Due to the community aspect of the AIR studio, chemicals used, and working methods will be con-
sidered in choosing the visiting artist participants)

ARTIST RESPONSIBILITIES/COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES:

 Open studio

 Participation with Art Center programs

 One shift per week staffing the 39th Street Gallery

 Artist talk at the end of the residency
Application Deadline February 10, 2012 by 5pm.

Artist in Residence (AIR)
Visual Art Studio Program Application
(Send Application to 4102 Webster Street, N Brentwood, MD 20722)
Name:, Address & Phone________________________________

Email:__________________ Website:____________________________________
Artistic medium:______________________________________________________

Please provide 5 images of recent work, list of works, resume and artist statement describing how a
residency at the GAC can benefit you as an artist (can include these on CD as PDF's). The names
and contact information of 2 professional references;

Work samples should be on CD-ROM.
GUIDELINES FOR DIGITAL FILES
· Name each file according to the following format:

"last name" underscore "document". Example: jones_statement.
· Please number each image file corresponding to the work sample list.

Example: 01_jones_untitled.jpg.
· Image files should not be larger than 1MB, and should be formatted as jpeg

Send to John Paradiso, 4102 Webster Street, North Brentwood, MD 20722, john@gateway-cdc.org

For more information call John Paradiso 301-864-3860 ext 3 or john@gateway-cdc.org
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installation of energy conservation measures to reduce heat
loss and air infiltration will be made to households that meet
minimum income requirements and who are elderly, disabled
or have a family with children less than 5 years of age. The
program is provided through a grant from the US Department
of Energy. The County can provide up to $6,500 per home in
energy efficiency measures.

Some of the energy efficiency measures include: insula-
tion of attics, floors, walls, basements and crawl spaces;
caulking/air sealing around windows, doors and crawl spaces;
wrapping hot water heaters and pipes; making hot water sys-
tem improvements; and addressing health and safety items.
The weatherization staff provides energy conservation educa-
tion to homeowners that participate in the program.

In addition to getting up to $6,500 in weatherization for
their home, if any of their appliances are over 10 years old,
PEPCO will replace them FREE of charge. Potential appli-
cants can go to the County website to determine if they are
income eligible.

Since the program’s inception, the Prince George’s County
Department of Housing and Community Development has
weatherized 283 county homes, spending an average cost of
$5,447 per home. By participating in this weatherization pro-
gram, county residents can reduce their utility bills by an av-
erage of 30 to 35%, reduce their energy consumption and re-
duce their cost of home maintenance. The weatherization pro-
gram is not a home repair program and all homes must be
structurally sound before any energy conservation measures
can be installed. The County gives special priority to elderly
homeowners and families whose income is no more than 60%
of the state median income or less.

To qualify, a household must:
 Meet minimum income requirements of 200 % of Poverty

and no more than 60 % of State Median Income; *Lower
income scale given priority.

 Prove ownership of the home;
 Be elderly (60+), disabled, or a family with children under

5 years of age and/or have high/excessive energy con-
sumption; (Preference given to elderly homeowners); and

 Not have received services through WAP since 1999.

For More Information, Contact:
Prince George’s County DHCD
Weatherization Assistance Program
(WAP)
9400 Peppercorn Place
Largo, Maryland 20774
(301) 883-5491

Weatherization continued from page 5

revenue maximization ($63 million.)
-Fund debt service costs with bond

premiums ($55 million.)
-Level fund most local aid programs

($29 million.)

FUND TRANSFERS
-Redirect existing revenue streams to

general fund ($104 million).

CAPITAL BUDGET
-Includes $3.6 billion for state infra-
structure and construction spending to
support 37,000 jobs. Includes $1.6 bil-
lion for state facilities and capital pro-
grams. Includes $2 billion for transpor-
tation projects.
-Leverages an additional $1.4 billion

in local government and private sector
spending to support nearly 15,000 jobs.

STREAMLINING
-Closes assisted living facilities at

Spring Grove and Springfield Hospital
Centers ($3.8 million).
-Medicaid Smart Payer Initiatives

($22 million).
-Eliminates duplicative modified edu-

cational assessment for students ($2.5
million).

SOURCE: Governor Martin O'Malley's
administration & WBAL online.

Governor continued from page 4

WEATHERIZATION = GREEN HOME

Prince George’s Office
6103 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 102
Riverdale, MD 20737
tel 301.779.6010
info@ndc-md.org

Gov’s Budget Highlights
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DATE PARTICULARS
January 30 Yard Waste Pick Up (By ap-

pointment only, call 301 985
6558)

February 1 Regular Trash Pick Up

February 3 Recyclables Pick Up

February 6 Bulk Trash Pick Up (By ap-
pointment only, call 301 985
6558)

February 8 Regular Trash Pick Up

February 10 Recyclables Pick Up

February 13 Yard Waste Pick Up (By ap-
pointment only, call 301 985
6558)

February 15 Regular Trash Pick Up

February 17 Recyclables Pick Up

February 20 President’s Day Holiday City
Hall and Public Works
Closed

February 22 Regular Trash Pick Up

February 24 Recyclables Pick Up

February 27 Bulk Trash Pick Up (By ap-
pointment only, call 301 985
6558)

February 29 Regular Trash Pick Up

March 2 Recyclables Pick Up

Department of Public Works
RECYCLE, BULK TRASH AND
YARD WASTE COLLECTION

PUBLIC WORKS CALENDAR

All recyclables (aluminum cans, bottles, paper
and cardboard) can be put in the same yellow re-
cycle bin which will be picked up Friday of each
week. These items will be taken to the County
recycle plant as they now have the capability to
separate the items.

All bulk trash pick-up appointments must be
made before Noon on the Friday preceding the
pick up day. All bulk and yard waste must be set
our before 7:00 AM on pick up day.

Yard Waste pick-up occurs on the 2nd Monday of
each month by appointment only call 301-985-
6558, selection 2.

The City of Mount Rainier has a new municipal
request management software system. With this
newly integrated system citizens can report any
road damage, power outages, or any other issues
encountered via web, sms or by phone.

These requests will then be automatically
routed to the appropriate department or em-
ployee, who can update the user instantly on the
status of their request.

To report an issue use the following link:
www.publicstuff.com/iframe

For those who do not have access to a com-
puter, should submit requests via the following
methods:

Toll-Free Number: 1-888-491-3119
SMS Text Message: 617-500-3111

Gateway CDC is seeking a Volunteer, non-paid
Office Manager/Clerk to perform a variety of ad-
ministrative functions one to three days per week.
The work week is flexible around your schedule.
Depending on the skills and interests of applicants,
this person could be responsible for routine office
tasks or more complex functions such as budgeting
and bookkeeping.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Please contact Michael Gumpert, Gateway CDC
Executive Director at 301-864-3860 or mgum-
pert@gateway-cdc.org
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City of Mount Rainier
One Municipal Place
Mount Rainier, MD 20712

Important Numbers
City Hall open: Mon.–Fri., 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Police Department admin. offices open 9:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. 
Public Works open 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

The City of Mount Rainier is an equal opportunity employer, without regard to race, color, religion, national origin, sex, ancestry, marital 

status, age, sexual orientation, disability, political or union affiliation.

47th District Reps 

Victor Ramirez 
301-858-3745

 

Del. Doyle Niemann 

Del. Jolene Ivey 

Del. Michael Summers
301-858-3326

Call-A-Bus 301-985-6586 

(hours M–F, 9 am–2 pm)

City Code Enforcement Office 

301-985-6551

Alex Brown
301-674-9175

Kevin Simpson
240-508-4187

Michael Warrick
240-882-9788

City Hall 

301-985-6585; fax: 301-985-6595

City Police Department 

Chief Michael E. Scott 

Mscott@mountrainiermd.org 

301-985-6565 (emergency calls) 

301-985-6566 (nonemergency calls) 

301-985-6590 (administrative)
City Public Works 301-985-6583, 
Bulk Trash Appts. 301-985-6558

Child Abuse 

and Neglect Hotline 

301-699-8605

Congressman Chris Van Hollen’s 

Satellite Office: 

6475 New Hampshire Ave, Suite C-201
Hyattsville MD 20783
301-891-6982 (voice) 

301-891-6985 (fax) 

Monday–Friday 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.

Consumer Affairs 

301-470-7534

County Animal Control 

301-780-7200

County Building Permits 

301-883-5784

County Executive 

Rushern Baker 
301-952-4131

County Councilman 

Will Campos 

301-952-4436

CSX railroad 
1-877-Tell CSX

Energy Assistance 

301-422-5110

Family Services 

301-699-2680

Fire Department 

301-985-5406 (non-emergency) 

911 (emergency)

Gateway CDC 

4102 Webster Street 

301-864-3860

Gazette Circulation 

301-670-7350

Health Department 

301-386-0300

Library 301-864-8937 

Hours: M–W 10-6:30 (closed 2-2:30) 

Sat. 10-5

Landlord-Tenant Commission 

800-487-6007

Mt. Rainier Nature/Rec Center 

4701 31st Place 

301-927-2163

M–National Capital 

Park and Planning, Park Permit Office 

301-699-2400 

North Brentwood Comm. Ctr 

4012 Webster St. 
301-864-0756

Office of Handicapped Services 

TDD 301-627-3352

Park Police 

301-459-3232 (emergency) 

301-459-9088 (non-emergency)

Parks and Recreation 

301-699-2407

Pepco 

Lights Out 

1-877-737-2662 

(you must give the 10-digit phone number 
or 10-digit account number for location of outage)

Live Wire, Other Emergency 

202-872-3432

P. G. Animal Control 
3750 Brown Station Road

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772
(301) 780-7201

Post Office
301-864-5168

Public Defender 

301-699-2760

Public Schools 

301-952-6000

State’s Attorney 

301-952-3500

Washington Gas Light 

703-750-1000

WSSC 

301-206-8000 

301-206-4002 (emergency)

www.mountrainiermd.org

Mayor 

Malinda Miles 

301-699-1378 

mayormiles@malindamiles.com

City Manager 

Jeannelle B. Wallace 

301-985-6585, ext. 22 

fax: 301-985-6595 

jwallace@mountrainiermd.org

Asst. City Manager 

Michael D. Jackson 

301-985-6585 ext.30 

mjackson@monutrainiermd.org

City Treasurer 

Vijay Manjani 

vmanjani@mountrainiermd.org)

Councilmembers 

Ward 1 

Jimmy Tarlau 

301-335-6099 

Jtarlau@cwa-union.org

Bill Updike 

301-367-5649 
updikew@yahoo.com

Ward 2 

Ivy Thompson 

friendsforivy@gmail.com

Brent Bolin 
301-744-9465 

brentcbolin@gmail.com

Message
Michael D. Jackson 

mjackson@mountrainiermd.org
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